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STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE #12 (SO12)
(Conflict Reduced in Mindanao and Other Areas Vulnerable to Violence)

Local tuna mdustry plays by int’l rules

GENERAL SANTOS CITY — With the
Senate’s recent ratifieation of the Multilateral

to ensure
its continued competitiveness in the coming

YBALs,

Thak[ﬂlﬁwmmtmngmmﬂ:m
twenty Pacific and European countries to effi-
ciently mannge and conserve the Pacific Ocean’s
tuna resotiroes,

| The ratification of the Convention guarantees
the Philippines full membership status in the
Western ‘and Central Pacific Fisheries Commis-
sion (WCPFC), the regional body tasked to man-
age tuni) resources in the Pacific Ocean west of
150'W, The Commission will determine total
allowable catch, allocate quotas  to
membercountries, and regulate fishing methods.

Maore importantly, the Southern Mindanao
tuna industry
Geneval Santos City— stands to benefit from
cateh guota allocations from this $3 billion re-
soure.

The Philippine tuna industry lands around
1004 metric tons (MT) of tuna daily, which gen-
eralies annual revenues reaching $300 million.
Geeral Santos is the country’s leading supplier
of wyanned tuna, high value sashimi tuna and tuna
sbzaks to the Japanese, European and Ameri-
ce'n markets.

Six of the country’s eight canneries are oper-
#king in the city, while over twenty frozen sashimi
ixpart-based fish processing plants have mude
fihe city their home, providing employment to
around 65,000 SOCSKSARGEN residents.

| “The manner in which the international tuna

(Source:

— 80 percent of which is based in.

industry — including the Philippines — deals with
resource sustainability will determine the state
desﬂ!ksmdmmtheyummom‘ pointa
out Dr, Stanley Swerdlol, senior fisheries con-
sultant for the USMD-ﬁmded Growth with Eq-
uity in Mindanao (GEM) Program.

Of thy ethmtropimltunaspedm.hgayemd

The Ph:hgﬂpmu is & party to the United Na-
tiong (UN) Convention on the Law of the Sea

| and the UN Fish Stock Agreement, which re-

qum: the country to support glnha] initiatives

Among the P’h.illppmaﬁ' major commitments
to the MHLC are: 1) prevent or eliminate over-
fishing in the Westorn and Central Pacifie Ocean
(WCPQ), the world’s primary tuna fishing
grounds; 2) to collect and provide accurate data
on its total fish catchea; and 3) assess the im-
pact of its fishing activities on relevant fish

stocks.

The initintives undertaken by the private sec-
tor-led SOCSKSARGEN Federation of Fishing
and Allied Industries, Inc. (SFFAII, in partner-
ship with the GEM Program, helped paved the
way for the successful ratification of the MHLC.

The Federation drafted position papers that
convinced top officials from the Bureau of Fish:
eriea and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) and the
Fisheries Industry Development Authority
(FIDIA) to attend international MHLC sessions

and actively participate during the deliberntions.
The Philippine officials were backed up by a pri-
vate sector contingent composed of represents-
tives from the Southern Mindanap fishing in-
dustry.

This development resulted in the Philippines
Jum.mg 21 other eountries as signatories to the

ion nellxhli!lhh'lg the WCPF.

y\ellm;lﬁ.n -are fished at or above: M
tainable !i.aiu‘,, Only skipjack tuna To-
main below its maximum sustainable yield.

Being a signatory to the MHLC Convention,
Dr. Swerdlof says the Philippines can actively
take part in the fanm.llcnnn and implementa-
tion of measures to mansge the Pacific's tuna
PeSOUrcEs,

Ensuring the sustainability of the Pacifie
Ocean'’s fish stocks and enhancing the competi-
tiveness of country’s tuna industry in the global
market will be-among the key issues to be tack-
led during the forthcoming Tth National Tina
Cquss glated from September 2-3, in Gen-

ntos City. (GEM)
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